
 

 

  MARK YOUR CALENDARS... 

G R O S S E  I L E  

H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  

Island Times 
“A people without the knowledge of their past history, 
origin, and culture is like a tree without roots.”  Marcus 

January 2020 

THOMAS EDISON—HIS LIGHTBULB & HIS OTHER INVENTIONS                       
Sunday, February 13th at 2:00 PM - Hear a      speaker from the old Ford Piquette 
Avenue Plant tell the story of Henry Ford and his ability to build a team that made the 
concept of an affordable and dependable automobile a reality. Included in this presen-
tation is a discussion of the many exciting changes that are taking place in the City of 
Detroit.  

 Early Bird  tickets are $5 for members and $10 for non-members until  January 10th. 
An additional $5 per ticket will be charged after that date and at the door.  Refresh-
ments provided. 

ANNUAL MEETING                                                                                                       
Saturday April  18th at 10:30 AM at the Custom House - Our group will go behind  
the scenes and see treasures that have been pulled out of storage especially for us.  
Some of the collections we will see include rare manuscripts,   documents, photo-
graphs, posters and paintings, as well as textiles, shoes, costumes, accessories, toys, 
quilts, political buttons and more! Limited openings available. Response needed by 
January 23rd. 

For either event, Please call  Jeanne or Tony Krukowski (734) 675-6152 (leave a mes-
sage) or order tickets on Eventbrite.  Questions?? gihistsoc@gmail.com  
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Thank you to everyone who made our Holiday Boutique another great success---our volunteers, 
crafters, and those of you who stopped by to check out and purchase the items that we had to 
offer.  I would like to give special thanks to Ann Loftus and Sue Zink for co-chairing the event 
in 2019, to Jodi McGrew for her tech support, to Judy Gagne and Theresa Weaks for the 
outdoor decorations, and to Sandy Bondar and Theresa Weaks for offering to be the 2020 event 
co-chairs.  Our net sales brought in about $9,500 for the Society.  The proceeds from the 
boutique sales help pay the expenses for many needed repairs and improvements to our 
buildings, grounds, and displays.  Our historical society, unlike other societies in the area, is self
-sustaining as we are dependent on the monies we raise through various events and donations.  
So, thank you very much to everyone for your continued support! 
 

In that same vein, we recently made extensive repairs to our Lighthouse with the help of a State 
grant, donations, and Society savings.  Through the efforts of Michelle Smay, consultant; Baird 
& Lowler, contractor; Brian Loftus, Township liaison; Brian Lijewski, State of Michigan 
liaison; and Gary Kadau, Society building & grounds expert; and nearby neighbors we were 
able to restore the structure to near mint condition.  Included below are before and after pictures 
of the Lighthouse.  

 
     

With the repairs to the Lighthouse in our rear view mirror we are now free to proceed with 
addressing repairs to our Depot Museum.  We recently met with a structural engineer who is 
putting together a laundry list of things that need to be done according to urgency and a rough 
estimate of the cost that we can use to apply for grants and to seek bids.  As you can recall from 
past newsletters, we are dealing with issues regarding the foundation, plumbing, and the grading 
around the building. We should have more detailed information to provide at our Annual 
Meeting in April. 
 

We hope to provide our members with another year of entertaining and educational events.  Our 
first event will be a presentation from Joe Oldenburg, a docent at The Henry Ford, on “Thomas 
Edison and his many inventions”.  The event will occur on February 23 at the Grosse Ile 
Presbyterian Church at 2:00.  We hope you can make it!   
 

Membership renewal has begun for 2020.  If you have not already done so, please continue to 
show your support for preserving Grosse Ile’s rich history by filing out the membership renewal 
form in this newsletter. 
 

Finally, we wish you a new year rich with the blessings of love, joy, warmth, and laughter!  
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BEFORE 



  

Tony Krukowski, President 

  Sue Zink, Vice President 

  Jeanne Krukowski, Treasurer 

  Jo-Anne Gronlund, Rec. Secretary  

          

  

Jane Barnes, Trustee                                          

   Kyle De Beausset,Trustee 

   Karin Cozzi, Trustee 

   Gary Kadau ,Trustee  

   Jackie Shannon, Trustee  
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In addition to our ever-active board members, 

the following people have stepped forward to 

help the Grosse Ile Historical Society as 

docents on Sunday afternoons at the Depot 

Museum; as advertisers, vendors, cashiers   

or assisting at our well attended Christmas 

Boutique; problem solving with our facilities; 

or in some other capacity during the year.  

Thanks!! We couldn’t do it without you!!     

(We sincerely apologize if we failed to list  

your name - we do appreciate each and     

every contribution!) 

Aveda Allen 

APEX Hearth & Outdoor 
Systems 

Baird & Lowler 

Jenny Bebber 

Pam Becker 

Sandy Bondar 

Alicia Bondar 

Janay Bongiorno 

Jane Bozenski 

Stan Briggs 

Kathy Campbell 

Barb Carroll 

Karen Chlebek 

Theresa Clark 

Jane Colwell 

Compeau Brothers 

Alan & Joanne Coopland 

Dawn’s Home Gardening 

Judith Danziger 

Dearborn Offset 
Printing 

Shirley Dein 

Carol Durdy 

Andrea Dumasius 

Jan Evans 

Pam Frucci 

Judy Gagne 

Rita Gazdaz 

Gibraltar Bay Alpacas 

Colleen Goffinett 

GI Hardware Store 

Grosse Ile Police & Fire 

GI Pet & Garden 

Grosse Ile Garden 
Club 

Phil Haase 

Diane Hamilton 

Kate & Dave Hartwell 

Hawthorne & Vine 

Bill Heinrich 

Joan Hemsworth 

Donna Hinson 

Claudia Horne 

Howey & Associates 

Hoy Pan Restaurant 

Teri Hunter 

Hurst Marine Inc. 

Island Realty 

Michael Jean 

Stephanie Kearney 

Katherine Elspeth 
Kerr 

Susan Kerske 

Patti Kilar 

Kathy Knight 

Knights of Columbus 

Jeanette Kozel 

Mark Krukowski 

Sharon Laura 

Kathy Levillier 

Brian Loftus 

Katie Loftus 

Sue Lowery 

Garrett Maitland 

Jim Maitland 

Kristin & Pete Mans 

Bruce Markwardt 

Anetta & Frank Martin 

Dale Malone 

Susie Harrison, 
Century 21 

Jodi McGrew 

Sharon Metz 

Jean Michael 

Jill Montie 

CJ & Myra Morrin 

Mike Mullin 

Carol Nankervis 

Chad Novak 

Opportunity Grosse 
Ile, Craig Pilkington 

OrthoSport 

Pet-N-On-The Ritz 

Public Service Credit 
Union 

Amy Rande  

Ann Redfield, Century 
21 

Arlene Rebeschini    

Rebecca Ritter 

Pat Robertson 

Rotary Club of Grosse 
Ile 

Deb Rowe  

Diane Sawchuck 

Debbie Schneider 

Heather Schockman 

Smokies on the Water 

Liz Solo 

Alice & Tom Stanko  

Joan Strickler 

St. James Greens 
Market 

Dawn Summers 

Sue Thorton 

Pam Tweedle 

Barb Uber 

Ume Asian Cuisine 

Barry Van Engelen 

Ted Van Os 

Theresa Weaks 

Wyandotte Alarm 

Westcroft Gardens 

Kathy Worden-Brown 

Jo Wood 

Steve Zink 

Barb Zuccker 
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2020 BOARD OF TRUSTEES  



THE LEGENDARY S. S. TASHMOO 

 

At the end of the 19
th
 century 

steamship lines started to cater to 
passengers looking for luxury on 
their water travels.  To meet this 
demand, the Detroit White Star 
Steamship Company launched 
the lavish excursion sidewheel 
steamer, the S.S. Tashmoo, on 
December 31, 1899 out of the 
Wyandotte, Michigan shipyard.   
 

The Tashmoo was 320 feet long, 
70 feet wide at its beam, and 22 
feet high with a capacity of 4,000 passengers.  For 50 cents, a passenger could travel 
between Detroit and Port Huron with weekend trips further south to the amusement 
park on Sugar Island and to Toledo.  The White Star Company made improvements to 
Sugar Island in 1905 including adding a covered dock, a 14,000 square foot dancing 
pavilion, lunch room, bath houses, boat livery, picnic tables, playground equipment, 

athletic fields, and amusement rides.   
 

The Tashmoo was very well appointed.  Two grand 
pianos graced her main salon, and plush carpeting and 
lacquered mahogany covered her decks.  Six hundred 
windows gave passengers a clear view of the water and 
passing shoreline.  Passengers could enjoy a picnic on 
the deck for lunch, dine at one of several fine onboard 
restaurants for supper, and dance to the music of a live 
band in the evening. 

 

 

 

SUGAR ISLAND DANCE PAVILION 



During its 36 year run the Tashmoo had many 
brushes with history. Admiral Dewey, best 
known for his victory at the Battle of Manila 
Bay during the Spanish-American War, and his 
bride were two of the Tashmoo’s first 
passengers.  The Tashmoo transported other 
notable personalities such as Henry Ford and 
President Theodore Roosevelt along the river.   
 

Several months after her launching the 
Tashmoo challenged the S.S. City of Erie for the right to be called the “fastest vessel 
on the Lakes”.  Up to $100,000, a prodigious amount at the time, was wagered on the 
race.  Crowds lined the waterfronts to watch the City of Erie narrowly edge out the 
Tashmoo by 45 seconds.  Experts say that if it were not for some mechanical and 
steering issues the Tashmoo would have easily prevailed. 

 

On December 8, 
1927 the Tashmoo 
nearly fell victim to 
the forces of nature.  
A winter storm with 
gale force winds 
snapped the heavy 
cables securing the 
steamer at the dock.  
She drifted 
upstream until she 
collided with the 
Douglas MacArthur Bridge leading to Belle Isle.  She 
sustained only minor damage and after repairs was able to 
resume her travel along the river. 
 

However, the coup the grace was delivered on June 18, 
1936.  On that date, while she was carrying about 1,400 
passengers after an evening of dancing at Sugar Island, 
she struck a rock which breeched her hull.  The Tashmoo 
made a frantic run for a coal wharf above Amherstburg on 
the Canadian side of the river.  The crew and passengers 

were able to safely disembark before the vessel sank to the bottom in 18 feet of water.  
A salvage attempt failed, her engines were removed, and she made one final journey 
to a River Rouge dry dock where her hull was cut up for scrap.  Thus marked the end 
of a proud and luxurious vessel.          

SUGAR ISLAND DOCK 

MOONLIGHT EXCURSION ON TASHMOO 

WHITE STAR ROUTES 
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1. Join or renew your 2020 membership if you haven't already done so. 

2. Visit Smile.Amazon.com and choose Grosse Ile Historical 

Society from the menu.  Amazon donates 0.5% of your purchases to 

the Society. 

3. Kroger Community Rewards Program makes                      

donating automatic every time you use your Kroger Plus Card.  Create                

or log into your account at KrogerCommunityRewards,com, click on 

‘Edit Kroger Community Rewards information’, input your Kroger Plus 

card number, and select Grosse Ile Historical Society - SD122. 

4.   Add a leaf to our Recognition Tree in entry way of the Custom House in 

memory of or honor of a friend or loved one.  These monies will be used for Depot 

Museum foundation, plumbing and grading work to our beloved 1904 building.  

                                                                                                             

2019 donations from AmazonSmile equaled $26, Kroger equaled $212 

and $11,000 to the Recognition Tree . Thanks for helping! 



Depot Museum & Custom House 

Box 131 

Corner of East River and Parkway 

Grosse Ile, MI 48138 

Phone: 734-675-1250 

GROSSE ILE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The Grosse Ile Historical Society exists to 
collect and preserve Grosse Ile’s historical & 
cultural materials and the properties under 

our stewardship as well as maintain and 
display our collections for the education and 

enjoyment of our visitors. 
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Visit our website at 

www.gihistsoc.org 
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Winter 1995 – 25 years ago 

 Murder trial of O.J. Simpson begins 

 Dow Jones closes above 4,000 for the first time 

 Graves of Tsar Nicholas and family found in St. Petersburg 
 

Winter 1970– 50 years ago 

“Bridge Over Troubled Water” album is released 

 Movie “Patton” starring George C. Scott premieres 

 U.S. lowers voting age from 21 to 18 
 

Winter 1920 – 100 years ago 

American Civil Liberties Union is founded 

Walt Disney starts work as an artist for $40 a week 

First flight from London to South Africa lands (took 45 days) 

A Trip in the Time Machine 

U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S    

         

• THOMAS EDSION & HIS 

MANY INVENTIONS,           

     GI Presbyterian Church, 

     Sunday, February 23rd at 2PM 

• ANNUAL MEETING          

Custom House                         

Saturday,  April 18th 10 AM 

 


